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At the beginning of the 20th century, Azerbaijani enlightenment entered a new 

stage of the era of broad social movements. Enlightenment, which was founded in 
the second half of the 19th century, began to take on a particularly new character. 
During this period, the socio-economic, moral-cultural, scientific-technical 
development that took place in the life of Azerbaijan, as well as the entire Caucasus, 
created a favorable situation for intelligentsia, who became participants in a complex 
socio-political movement with their populist democratic ideas and were obliged to 
think of new methods for the education of the people and the progress of the state. 
The new-style schools were opened by progressive intellectuals in Azerbaijan. At the 
beginning of the last century, the Azerbaijani enlightenment was being formed as a 
socio-philosophical, cultural-political and literary-ideological movement. The free 
future and the formation of a worldview of the people, the education of a new young 
generation that can build a happy life, were one of the most important and undeniable 
conditions. The Transcaucasian (Gori) Teachers’ Seminary played an important role 
in the field of building Azerbaijani culture and education based on progressive ideas. 
The purpose of the tsarist government in opening this seminary was to prepare loyal 
intellectuals for its throne. However, the first graduates of the seminary, as the first 
educators of Azerbaijan, spread their progressive ideas in the most remote regions 
and became the first torchbearers on the way to lead the people to fight against 
ignorance. In May 1876, the “Akinchi” newspaper informed the population about the 
opening of the seminary and noted that a school had been opened in the city of Gori, 
so that the students who studied there could become teachers. It was also mentioned 
that Armenians and Georgians would study in that school at the expense of the 
empire. There was also a note according to the newspaper “Kafkaz” that a separate 
school would be opened to train teachers for Muslim schools, but for that period if 
anyone would like, they could send their children to the school in Gori at their own 
expense.  

In 1877, the great public figure, Mirza Fatali Akhundov, who worked tirelessly 
for the progress and development of his homeland and Mirza Husein Gaibzade, 
Sharia teacher of the Tbilisi Muslim School, visited the Viceroy of the Caucasus 
grand prince M. N. Romanov with the project of the separate school for Azerbaijanis. 
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The Caucasian Viceroy, after thinking for a long time, said that there were lots 
of problems for it. He added that like Georgians and Armenians, Azerbaijanis would 
not object to the opening of the school in Gori for the time being. Then he began to 
read the decision: “An independent Azerbaijani department should be opened for the 
purpose of experience at the Transcaucasian Teachers’ Seminary for the Azerbaijani 
population of the country, for a period of 5 years. The department should be turned 
into an independent seminary for Azerbaijanis and moved from Gori to the center of 
Azerbaijan if the experience is successful, after 5 years” [9, p.1]. 

The issue of the Tatar (Azerbaijani) department was discussed several times in 
the pedagogical council of the seminary. The members of the council were divided 
into two opposite fronts, A. O. Chernyayevski and D.D.Semyonov. Alexey 
Osipovich Chernyayevski wrote: “The issue of education of Azerbaijanis is a 
completely new problem, so it should be thoroughly discussed. I think that it would 
be useful and necessary to turn the Tatar department into a separate educational 
institution for the education of Muslims and to open it in the middle of the Muslim 
population” [7, p.54]. A. Chernyayevski masterfully organized the educational work 
in the Tatar department and the elementary school under it, prepared the draft of the 
charter and staff of the special Azerbaijani teachers’ school and presented it to the 
representative of the Caucasian Education Office.  

In September 1879, after many obstacles, the Tatar (Azerbaijani) branch of the 
Teachers’ Seminary was opened. The historic mission of preparing teachers from 
Azerbaijanis was the main problem of the department. The state allocated annually 
18.565 manats on the maintenance of the Tatar (Azerbaijani) department of the 
seminary [7, p.54]. It should be noted that many philanthropists participated in the 
activities of the seminary in addition to the financial resources allocated by the state. 
One of those personalities was Agha Yusif Dadashov, who like many intellectuals, 
provided financial support for the functioning of the seminary and for the children of 
the nation to study there. Agha Yusif Dadashov, the son of the Azerbaijani 
millionaire Haji Hajaga Dadashov, the owner of the “Metropol” Hotel located on the 
site of the Nizami Museum was a graduate of Stockholm University, fluent in 
Russian, French and 10 European languages, and a person who highly valued science 
and education. He also spent most of his income from the shipping trade on public 
education and financed the “Women’s School” [4]. 

The curriculum of the seminary included the following subjects: theology, the 
main issues of pedagogy, Russian language, arithmetic, geometry, world history and 
Russian history, geography, natural science, drawing, gymnastics, music, 
pedagogical practice. Although general education was in Russian, each nation’s 
native language and Sharia were taught separately, along with various subjects.  

Alexey Chernyaevski made great contributions in the field of education since 
the beginning of the activity of the Gori seminary. He had an unforgettable place in 
our history as a close friend of our people and a benevolent pedagogue, was 
appointed the inspector of the department. Born and brought up in a poor Russian 
family in Shamakhi city, this kind man dedicated his whole life to the education of 
Azerbaijani children. The great intellectual Firidun bey Kocharli later wrote: 
“Whatever was good and remarkable in the Azerbaijan department of the Gori 
Seminary is all connected with the name of Chernyayevski. Chernyaevski’s textbook 
“Language of Motherland” opened a completely new era in our schools” [8, p.58]. 
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A.Chernyayevski made great effort for searching students from different 
regions of Azerbaijan for the seminary. Soon Firidun bey Kocharli from Shusha, 
Safarali bey Valibeyov, Baba bey Safaralibeyov, Teymur bey Mammadbeyov from 
Lankaran, Ismail aga Vakilov from Gazakh, Mammad aga Shikhlinsky, Rashid bey 
Efendiyev from Sheki fulfilled Chernyayevski’s hopes. It is interesting fact that the 
students of the Azerbaijani branch differed in the entrance exams from the very first 
year. One of the official documents contains the following information: “As a result 
of Chernyayevski's official mission to collect and select students in places and 
partially examine them, it was found that Azerbaijanis who were preparing to enter 
the seminary generally gave better exams than Christians”… They were so well 
versed in the Russian language that some of them could even enter the second class 
of the seminary directly. Even Chernyayevski, who went to Shusha city to look for 
students, had a conversation with young Safarali bey Valibeyov, saw that he was 
prepared and admitted him to the second class of the seminary. During the first 
opening of this department, more students arrived than expected and successfully 
passed the entrance exam, which gave rise to the elimination of artificial measures to 
attract Muslims to the seminary in the future” [2].  

During the existence of the Azerbaijani section of the seminary, about two 
hundred and fifty teachers were trained for the Azerbaijani school, who in turn 
trained the national educators of Azerbaijan. Dozens of seminarians such as Ali 
Sabri, Jalil Mammadguluzade, Uzeyir bey Hajibeyli, Safarali bey Valibeyov and 
Firidun bey Kocharli, Rashid bey Efendiyev, Alish bey Tahirov, Mahmud bey 
Mahmudbeyov, Rashid bey Efendiyev, Nariman Narimanov, Muslim Magomayev, 
Panah Gasimov, Hanafi Teregulov, Ali Huseynov, Farhad Agazade, Samad bey 
Ajalov, Teymur Bey Bayramalibeyov, Suleyman Sani Akhundov, Badal bey 
Badalbeyov, Ibrahim Gayibov and others had one desire and one purpose – at any 
cost, educate people, involve them in science and enlightenment. They played an 
exceptional role in the development of Azerbaijani music, culture, education and 
were at the forefront of our nation’s struggle for freedom and independence. These 
young people set out on a difficult path to light the way for those who came after 
them.  

It should be noted that the struggle for the transfer of the Azerbaijani branch of 
the Gori seminary to Azerbaijan and its transformation into an independent teachers’ 
seminary lasted for 34 years. It was not an easy task teaching at a time when 
religious fanaticism was very strong. Open-minded seminarians braved out the 
obstacles and began to struggle for difficult tasks such as strengthening teaching in 
the mother tongue, spreading the ideas of enlightenment, opening schools for girls 
who lived in difficult conditions, and preparing teaching materials. Nariman 
Narimanov, as many of graduates of the seminary and progressive people of his time, 
emphasized the role of school in his pedagogical ideas: “School, school! Only the 
school will save us from ignorance” [3, p.17].  Saying it he saw the moral progress of 
the people in the image of the school. 

Teymur bey Bayramalibeyov, Osman Efendiyev, Kahraman Shikhlinski, Ali 
Huseynov, Mammad Garayev, Farhad Aghazade, Javad bey Juvarlinski and other 
graduates were among the most active fighters in this field. They also actively 
participated in the country’s social and political life. 

Year by year, the number of Azerbaijanis at the Gori Seminary striving for 
education increased. After graduating from the seminary, the students joined the 
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ranks of those who fought in the independence war for the freedom of Azerbaijan 
and did not deny this struggle until the end of their lives. Other graduates also went 
to remote villages and taught classes and worked to save our nation from the hands 
of ignorance and backwardness, because this country first of all needed education, 
culture and progress for its freedom and independence. The unity of education and 
upbringing, the positive influence of education on upbringing, and the struggle 
between oldness and innovation occupy a large place in the pedagogical ideas of 
educators. The national intellectuals who graduated from the Transcaucasian 
Seminary took an active part in villages and cities. They thought that if you consider 
serving your people, cleaning their minds from old moral norms and immersing them 
in the light as the greatest ideal, then you can do it wherever you want. 

Academician Huseyn Ahmadov, a well-known researcher of the history of 
public education, school and pedagogical ideas in Azerbaijan, writes: “What kind of 
services did the graduates of the Moscow State University named after M. V. Lomo-
nosov in the development of science, culture and art in Russia, the graduates of the 
Gori Teachers’ Seminary also provided the same services for Azerbaijan” [2]. 

The intelligentsia was especially interested in preparation of textbooks in 
Azerbaijani language which was the first important issue of the time. The books with 
complex Arabic and Farsi words, used for the children in schools and madrasas were 
very difficult for children’s comprehension. There was a great need for new 
textbooks. 

A. Chernyaevski, who had made great contributions to the history of the 
teaching of the Azerbaijani language at the seminary, selected the most useful 
materials as a teacher. He collected proverbs, riddles and prepared textbook 
“Language of Motherland” in a vivid children’s language. This book, which is 
valuable as an important event in the life of Azerbaijani children, was taught not only 
in the seminary, but in Russian–Azerbaijani elementary schools in all regions of the 
country. The book was published in a lithographic way with the handwriting of his 
student Rashid bey Efendiyev. Firidun bey Kocharli, a prominent literary critic who 
appreciated the textbook, wrote: “We believe that the textbook “Rodnoye slovo” is as 
important for Russian schools as Chemyaevski’s “Language of Motherland” 
textbook for Azerbaijanis. He was a wonderful teacher and knew well the 
Azerbaijani language spoken by ordinary people and children. No one used 
Azerbaijani folk proverbs in his speech as locally as he did. When compiling his 
textbook for teaching literacy in the mother tongue, he was able to choose useful 
material as a pedagogue and to present this material in the vivid language of 
children” [1, p.242]. 

The first part of the book, which consisted of two parts, focused on teaching 
children to draw and to write in block letters. The second part was prepared in 1881 
together with Safarali bey Valibeyov. Intended for the second and third grades of the 
school this textbook, mainly contained texts related to geography, history and nature. 
This textbook was an important event in the history of Azerbaijani education and 
pedagogy. The effort of Rashid bey Efendiyev, who was the graduate of Gori 
seminary and Alexandrovski Teacher’s Institute in Tiflis (Tbilisi) in the preparation 
of new textbooks, should be specially mentioned. Compilation of the textbook 
“Ushag bahchasi” (“Kindergarten”) in 1889 was valuable as a product of his 
pedagogical experience. Later, in 1907, the textbook “Basiratul-atfal” (“Children’s 
cognition”) was published. The textbook included small texts, verses, materials on 
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style and spelling. The prominent educator Mahmudbey Mahmudbeyov published 
the book “New Alphabet” in 1907. This book was written in pure Azerbaijani 
language and was published under different titles until 1923 – “First Reading”, “First 
Year”, “Turkish Alphabet” and “New Turkish Alphabet”. A year later, M. Mahmud-
beyov, S. Abdurrahmanbeyzade, S. S. Akhundov, F. Aghazadeh, A. Sh. Talibzade 
and L. Efendiyev’s “Second Year” textbook appeared in the history of education. 
Those textbooks met new requirements both pedagogically and didactically-
methodically. The main merits of the books were the simplicity, clarity, artistry, 
completeness of the content, methodical selection of materials, appropriateness of the 
knowledge given to children according to their age and understanding level. Writing 
in simple vernacular language, nurturing artistic taste in children, attractiveness were 
especially taken into account in these textbooks. The writing and publication of these 
textbooks was carried out with the direct initiative and assistance of “Nijat” 
charitable society. In general, prominent educator Mahmud bey Mahmudbeyov 
played an exceptional role in the field of creating textbooks in native language. Later 
the tradition of publishing textbooks was continued by other graduates of the Gori 
Teachers’ Seminary. 

May 28, 1918. On the day when independence of Azerbaijan was declared, the 
Public Education Commissariat was established in the first government cabinet under 
the chairmanship of Fatali Khan Khoyski. This can once again be considered a clear 
example of how the Government of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic attached 
great importance to the development of public education from the first day. It is no 
coincidence that along with many other important issues, the issue of shortage of 
national teachers was also discussed in the Parliament. The prominent educator, 
pedagogue, methodologist, literary critic, publicist Firidun bey Kocharli was elected 
a member of the National Council of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic and 
became one of the signatories of the Declaration of Independence. According to the 
order No. 39 of October 12, 1918 of the Minister of Public Education, Nasib bey 
Yusifbeyli, the former inspector of the Transcaucasia Teachers’ Seminary, Firidun 
bey Kocharli, was appointed the director of the Gazakh Teachers’ Seminary from 
October 1, 1918. 

Firidun bey Kocharli rendered great services in the field of solving the 
educational problem. As a result of his proposal, the Azerbaijani branch of the Gori 
Seminary was transferred to the city of Gazakh at the expense of the funds of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan. The Gazakh Teachers’ Seminary opened its doors to 
students for the first time on November 10, 1918. The commander of the Turkish 
Army in Gazakh Sabri bey, the head of the Turkish Garrison Jamal bey, the head of 
Gazakh H. Shikhlinski and officials of the local government took part in the opening. 
There are different versions about why the Azerbaijani branch of the Gori Seminary 
was transferred to Gazakh. The prominent professor Misir Mardanov explains the 
reason for this in one of his articles: “...I think that the main reason for this is related 
to the following. First of all, at that time, the government of the Republic was active 
in Ganja, a bloody war with the Armenian Dashnaks still lasted in Baku, Ganja and 
Karabakh. At that time, the most influential graduates of the Gori Seminary 
Ahmadaga Mustafayev, Haley bey Shikhlinski, Suleyman Gayibov, Yusif Efendiyev, 
Ahmad aga Gulmammadov, Ali Mustafayev, Ahmad Seyidov, Osman Shikhlinski, 
Salim Efendiyev, Yusif Gasimov, Ali Huseynov, Ibrahim Gayibov and many others 
worked in Gazakh. These teachers could be involved in teaching different subjects in 
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the seminary. A well-known Gazakh philanthropist, Mashadi Ibrahim aga Kosali, 
promised to donate his property as an educational building to the seminary. Taking 
into account these reasons and the request of the Gazakh population who took over 
some of the costs of the seminary, the National Government resolved the issue in 
their favor at its meeting on July 10, 1918” [6]. 

The great educator and public figure Firidun bey Kocharli, in addition to 
heading the seminary, founded an orphans’ course for the education of hundreds of 
girls and created an aid fund for refugees in Gazakh. In this work, Firidun bey was 
closely assisted by his wife and business partner Badisaba Khanim Vakilova. 
Badisaba Khanim, one of the outstanding women with unparalleled services in the 
educational life of Azerbaijan, was the sister of Mahammad  aga and Ismayil aga 
Vekilovs, who studied together with Firidun bey at the Gori Seminary. In 1918, 
Badisaba Khanim opened the “Home for Orphans and Refugee Children” in Gazakh 
at her own expense. Before the Soviet occupation, she took care of children tirelessly 
day and night, and was engaged in their education like a mother. In 1920, a 
department for girls was opened next to the Gazakh seminary. At that time, it was 
very difficult to engage girls to school. The progressive people tried to overcome this 
difficulty. In the same year, Dilruba, Durra, Valida and Habiba Mustafayevas, 
Dilshad Shikhlinskaya, Salima Efendiyeva, and Kovsar Gayibova were admitted to 
the girls’ department. 

However, in May 1920, like many others, these two patriotic people’s dreams 
about the future were ended. Firidun bey Kocherli, head of the Gazakh Teachers’ 
Seminary, was taken to Ganja and shot by Armenian terrorists.  

The activity of the Gazakh Seminary gave a great impetus to the development 
of education and knowledge in Azerbaijan. A great generation of intellectuals, such 
as Samad Vurgun, Mehdikhan Vakilov, Osman Sarivalli, Mehdi Huseyn, Seyfulla 
Shamilov, Ismayil Shikhli, Mirgasim Efendiyev, Ahmad aga Gulmammadov, 
Mohsun Poladov, were students of the Gazakh Seminary. In addition, students from 
Jabrayil, Shamakhi, Aghdam, Goychay, Nakhchivan, Zagatala and other regions 
came and studied here. The seminary operated under the name of the Gazakh 
Pedagogical Technical College until the 1940s. Although the Gazakh Teachers’ 
Seminary apparently obeyed this charter, it remained true to its Gori tradition, 
continuing to apply the progressive methods of training and education used there. 
The Gazakh seminary encouraged the opening and operation of new educational 
institutions in other regions. Already at the beginning of 1919, secondary educational 
institutions began to work in Baku, Ganja, Nukha, Salyan, Shusha and Gazakh. 

In September 2019, the 140th anniversary of the establishment of the 
Azerbaijan branch of the Transcaucasian (Gori) Teachers’ Seminary (TTS) was 
completed. This educational institution, which has trained more than 250 public 
teachers during its nearly 40 years of operation, has passed an honorable path. The 
first generation of public teachers grew up in this educational institution, who were 
nourished by the precious pearls of Azerbaijani folk pedagogy, benefited from the 
pedagogical ideas and advanced school experience of prominent representatives of 
progressive world pedagogy. Their services in the development of national school, 
national education, national enlightenment, national literature and culture are an 
example for future generations. 

As national leader of Azerbaijani nation Heydar Aliyev mentioned in the 80th 
anniversary of Gazakh Teachers’ Seminary: “The Gazakh Teachers’ Seminary 
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played undeniable great role in the cultural life of our people. Several educational 
institutions were established and developed on its foundation. This temple of 
education left behind a great cultural heritage and forever engraved its name in the 
history of Azerbaijani education. I am sure that several generations of educators of 
the independent Republic of Azerbaijan will benefit from this rich heritage”. 
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 Tomiris BABANLI 
  

QORİ MÜƏLLİMLƏR SEMİNARİYASI MƏZUNLARININ 
AZƏRBAYCANIN MAARİF VƏ TƏHSİLİ TARİXİNDƏ ROLU 

X ü l a s ə 
 

Məqalə XIX yüzildə təməli qoyulmuş maarifçiliyin XX yüzilin əvvəllərində 
xüsusilə yeni istiqamət almasından və Azərbaycan maarifçiliyinin geniş ictimai 
hərəkat dövrünün yeni mərhələsinə qədəm qoymasından bəhs edir. Müəllif ötən əsrin 
əvvəllərində Azərbaycan maarifçiliyinin ictimai-fəlsəfi, mədəni-siyasi və ədəbi-
ideoloji hərəkat kimi formalaşması, Azərbaycanın, eləcə də bütün Qafqazın  
həyatında baş verən sosial-iqtisadi, mənəvi-mədəni inkişafın maarifçilik üçün əlverşli 
şərait yaratmasını qeyd edir. Məqalədə maarifçilərin inqilabi demokratik ideyalarla 
mürəkkəb ictimai-siyasi hərəkatın iştirakçısına çevrilməsi, onların xalqın 
savadlanması, gənc nəslin dünyagörüşünün formalaşması, dövlətin tərəqqisi üçün 
göstərdiyi səydən danışılır. Azərbaycan mədəniyyəti, maarifinin mütərəqqi ideyalar 
əsasında qurulması sahəsində Zaqafqaziya (Qori) Müəllimlər Seminariyasının bütöv 
bir ziyalı nəslinin formalaşmasında oynadığı mühüm roldan, seminariya 
məzunlarının dini fanatizmin güclü olduğu bir zamanda maneələrə sinə gərərək ana 
dilində tədrisi gücləndirmək, maarifçilik ideyalarını yaymaq, ağır şəraitdə yaşayan 
qız uşaqları üçün məktəblər açmaq, dərs vəsaitləri hazırlamaq kimi çətin işlər 
uğrunda mübarizəsindən söhbət açılır. 

https://muallim.edu.az/news.php?id=7683
https://az.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yusif_a%C4%9Fa_Dada%C5%9Fov
http://www.anl.az/down/meqale/525/2018/dekabr/622066.htm
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 Томирис БАБАНЛЫ 
 

РОЛЬ ВЫПУСКНИКОВ ЗАКАВКАЗСКОЙ (ГОРИЙСКОЙ) 
УЧИТЕЛЬСКОЙ СЕМИНАРИИ В ИСТОРИИ ПРОСВЕЩЕНИЯ И 

ОБРАЗОВАНИЯ  АЗЕРБАЙДЖАНА 
Р е з ю м е 

 
В статье говорится о том, что просвещение, зародившееся в 19 веке, 

приобрело новое направление в начале 20 века и в связи с этим 
просветительство вступило в новый этап широкого общественного движения в 
Азербайджане. Автор рассказывает про формирование азербайджанского 
просвещения, как общественно-философское, культурно-политическое и 
литературно-идеологическое движение в первой половине прошлого века, и 
начало благоприятных условий для просвещения, возникших в социально-
экономическом и духовно-культурном развитии, не только в жизни 
Азербайджана, но и всего Кавказа. В статье говорится о преобразовании 
интеллигенции в участников сложного социально-политического движения 
своими революционно-демократическими идеями, а также отмечается их 
вклад, направленный в развитие государственности, формирование 
мировоззрения молодого поколения и просвещение народа. В данной работе 
автор раскрывает роль целого поколения просветителей, выпускников 
Закавказской (Горийской) Учительской Семинарии в сфере образования 
азербайджанской культуры и просвещения на основе прогрессивных идей. Эти 
же семинаристы в сложные времена, когда бушует религиозный фанатизм, 
преодолев все трудности, боролись за образование на родном языке, 
пропагандировали идеи просвещения, в том числе создание школ для девочек, 
проживающих в трудных условиях, и составлении учебных пособий. 

 
 
  

 
 


